APPRAISAL BULLETIN 


PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF REAL ESTATE ANALYST SUBSCRIBERS BY 


ROY WENZLICK & CO % JUNE 13 
teal C state | OTS ot ppesisers and eunselons 1950 


Copyright 950 ty ROY WENZLICK & CO. som tows Number 25 














DOLLAR VOLUME OF RETAIL STORES 


N pages 226 and 227 is atable showing the number of stores, the dollar vol- 

ume of sales, and the average sales per store of 54 different types of retail 

outlets for the years 1939 and 1948. This information has just been re- 
leased by the Bureau of the Census and is presented here as a guide for our clients 
who are interested in commercial property. 





The figures shown are for the entire nation and, therefore, the “sales per 
store” are national averages. For this reason, these figures are useful chiefly 
as bench marks and for purposes of comparison. However, a large number of 
stores will be fairly close to the national average. /’urthermore, most people 
who have studied the performance of various retail outlets will have a pretty good 
idea which individual stores should be above or below the national average. The 
latest information available on dollar sales and number of stores is for the year 
1948 and since then some lines have taken substantial drops in their average dollar 
volume of sales per store. Other lines have risen considerably over their 1948 lev- 
el, and for this reason we are showing the estimated change from the 1948 level 
in the right-hand column of the table. The figures shown in this column repre- 
sent the percentage change in dollar volume for the first quarter of 1950 from 
the first quarter of 1948. 


It will be noticed that several types of stores have decreased in number since 
1939. These are quickly identified by the fact that their total number in 1948 is 
shown in red. The changes in the number of different types of food stores have 
largely been brought about by the rapid and widespread development of the super- 
market. Larger units mean fewer smaller ones are needed, and the fruit market 


or fish market, or poultry shop of 1939 is frequently found as a single department 
of the present-day supermarket. 


It is rather surprising to find that the number of gasoline service stations in 
1948 was less than the number in 1939. This condition is apparently being rapidly 
rectified and within a short while the 1939 total will be exceeded. 


It is natural that the number of second-hand stores would dwindle. Families 
grew weary of worn-out articles during the period of shortage. Today they are 
interested in shiny new merchandise and they have the means to acquire it. 


The decrease in the number of fuel and ice dealers is to some extent the result 


of consolidation. The biggest cause of the drop, however, is the enormous increase 
in the use of automatic refrigeration and gas heating. 
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